
 
 
 
ARI SITAS   -- A FULL BOOK LIST 
 
 
  

Poetry and Almost Poetry 
 
Tropical Scars, Johannesburg: Congress of South African Writers (COSAW) Publications, 1989 
 
Songs, Shoeshine and Piano in Essential Things, edited by Andries W. Oliphant, Johannesburg: 
Congress of South African Writers (COSAW) Publications, 1990 
 
Rythmskewed, Private Translation, Publication in Greek, Limassol, 1991 
 
Slave Trades, Grahamstown:  Deep South, 2000 
 
RDP Poems, Durban: Madiba Press, 2004 
 
Around the World in 80 Days-the India Section, Pretoria: University of South Africa Press, 2014 
 
Rough Music, Grahamstown: Deep South, 2013 
 
Vespa Diaries, Cape Town: SAHO Publications, 2019 
 
Notes for an Oratorio on Small Things that Fall…, Delhi: Tulika Books, 2020 
 
Mapping Gondwana with Subhro Bandopadhyay, Mumbai: Poetrywallah/Paperwall Publishers, 2022 
 
 

Theatre Work 
 
With Junction Avenue Theatre Company 
 
Fantastical History of a Useless Man  (1976) (Published in 1978 by Ravan Press, Johannesburg) 
 
Randlords and Rotgut (1978) (Published by Cape Town: David Philip, 1980-Olive Schreiner Award. 
 
Will of a Rebel (1979) (Directed by William Kentridge, Nunnery Theatre)  
 
Dikhitsheneng (1981) (Directed by William Kentridge, Toured Community Venues and Market 
Theatre) 
 
Howl At the Moon (1981) (Film directed by Hugo Cassirer, Red Ribbon Award, New York, 
International Video Festival) 
 
Marabi (1982) (Directed by Malcolm Purkey, Workshops for the creation of the play directed by Ari 
Sitas, Market Theatre.  Culture and Resistance Festival, Gaborone)  
 
Worker and Community Plays (Direction, Co-direction, Scrip Development Workshops) 



Ilanga Lizophumela Abasebenzi, (1980) Vosloorus Hostels, East Rand 
 
Dunlop Play (1982) 
 
Why Lord? (1984) Durban Workers’ Cultural Local 
 
The Long March (1985), Sarmcol Workers’ Culture coop 
 
Bambatha’s Children (1988) Sarmcol Workers’ Culture Coop 
 
Mbube (1993) Sarmcol Workers’ Culture Coop 
 
RDP Play (1995), Culture and Working Life Project 
 
Wonderwoman vs. the World Bank for the Southern Trade Union Initiative (SIGTUR)- unperformed 
but published in F. Kahn and R Pattman (eds) Undressing Durban, Durban: MadibaPress.   
 
Solo Works 
 
Charred Loving (1991) (Directed by Junaid Ahmed and Linda Price, Grahamstown Festival) 
 
Dark Things (2018) (Directed by Anuradha Kapur and Deepan Sivaraman, Delhi, Ambedkar University 
and 2019, Kerala International Theatre Festival) 
 
 

Editor: Poetry books 
 
Black Mamba Rising, Culture and Working Life Publications, 1986 
 
Mafika Gwala - Collected Poems, Edited by Mandla Langa and Ari Sitas, Cape Town: SAHO 
Publications, 2016 
 
Alfred Temba Qabula - Collected Poems,  edited by Ari Sitas Cape Town: SAHO Publications, 2016 
 
 

Novellas and Long Stories 
 
William Zungu - A Xmas Story, Cape Town: Buchu Books, 1991 
 
Etopia- A Week in the Life of a Worker in 2025, Durban: Madiba Press, 1993 
 
Dr K-  A poem, Delhi: India Cultural Forum, 2018 
 
Listening to the Sea - Cadences, Journal for literature and the Arts in Cyprus, 2018 
 
Cold was the Ground - Herri : Issue 5 (with George and Debbie Mari on piano) 
 

 
 
 
 



Music and Libretti 
 
for Jurgen Brauninger 
 
(1992) dUrban Noise and Scraps (Durban Music School, University of Natal) 
 
(1994) Dead Fish and Dreams of Love Again, Opera to be performed this year by the Howard College 
School of Music and the KZN Philharmonic Orchestra. 
 
for Insurrections and AfroAsia Ensembles (Spotify or Insurrectionsensemble.com) 
 
(2012) Insurrections, Fugard Theatre 
 
(2014) The Gathering, District Six, Homecoming Centre 
 
(2015) The Storming, District Six, Homecoming Centre 
 
(2018) Threads of Sorrow, Centre for the Less Good Idea, Johannesburg, Kerala: Cochi Biennalea and 
Goa Serendipity Festival 
 
(2019) Transgressions, Cape Arts, Cape Town 
 
(2020) Sea-drift of Songs, Roedebloem Studios 
 
(2021) Giraffe Humming, Roedebloem Studios and Kerala, Kerala: Cochi Biennale, Kerala: 
International Theatre Festival, Greatmore Centre 
 
(2021) Gabriel’s Odyssey, Roedebloem Studios 
 
(2021) Of Wounds and Hands, PanAfrican Space Station 
 
(2023) The Story of a Strike, Durban University of Technology 
 
(2024) Must Gandhi Fall? Durban, Cape Town, Johannesburg  
 
 

Academic Books 
 

Co-Editor (with Faisal Garba) (forthcoming) Reading Africa in the World and the World in Africa, 
London: Routledge, African Humanities Association Reflections Series 

 
Editor and Principal Author (2024- forthcoming) Bandungs of the Mind-BRICS and the 
Reconfiguration of the World’s Knowledge System, Pretoria: HSRC Press 
 
Co-Author (with Sumangala Damodaran) (2023) Maps of Sorrow, Delhi and New York: Tulika and 
Columbia University Press 
 
Principal Author (2021) Scripts of Defiance, Delhi: Tulika and and New York: Columbia University 
Press 
 



Author (2016) The Flight of the Gwala-Gwala Bird, Cape Town: South Africa History Online 
Publications 
 
Principal Author (2013), Gauging and Engaging Deviance, 1600-2000s, Delhi: Tulika Academic Press; 
Columbia University Press 
 
Principal Author (2011), The Charter for the Future of the Humanities and the Social Sciences, 
Pretoria: the Department of Higher Education  
 
Author: (2010, 2012) The Mandela Decade 1990-2000, Unisa Press, Pretoria/Brill Academic 
Publishers  
 
Author (2008) The Ethic of Reconciliation Madiba Press, Durban/New Delhi; translated and 
republished in Turkey (2015) Barisma Etigi, Istanbul: Bayaz Baykuz Publishers  
 
Editor and author (2008- Reissue), Managing Change in KwaZulu-Natal’s Industries, Pretoria: HSRC, 
1995, now Critical Studies Series, University of KwaZulu-Natal 
 
Author: (2004) Theoretical Parables: Voices that Reason,Unisa Press and Brill Academic Publishers: 
Pretoria and Leiden 
 
Co-Author, William Kentridge (2001), Chicago Museum of the Arts: Harvey N. Abrams 


